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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
05/29/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 05/1 1/2009 with respect to claim 1 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See the new 
rejection below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
PG Pub 2003/0079225 to Peising et al (hereafter referenced as Piesing) in view of US 
PG Pub 2004/0034875 to Bulkowski et al (hereafter referenced as Bulkowski). 
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Regarding claim 1, "a method of monitoring a broadcast signal" reads on 
the method where the broadcast signal is monitored for an identification signal 
(abstract) disclosed by Piesing and represented in Fig. 1. 

As to "method comprising receiving, by an end user device, a broadcast 
signal" Piesing discloses (lf0024) that the receiver receives broadcast signals as 
represented in Fig. 1 (elements 28 and 34). 

As to "monitoring the broadcast signal for an identification signal" Piesing 
discloses (1|0021 and 1|0024) that the identification signal included in broadcast 
signal is monitored by the receiver for the presence of the identification signal. 

As to "pausing the received timebase if the identification signal is not 
present" Piesing discloses (1|0025) that when identification signal is not present 
in broadcast signal, receiver interrupts by pausing an internal timebase of the 
interactive application. 

As to "the broadcast signal including a timebase" Piesing discloses 
(1(0020) that the interactive application transmitted to receiver is part of the data 
portion that is part of the broadcast signal. Piesing further discloses (110025) that 
the possible interruption includes pausing an internal timebase received in 
receiver. Piesing meets all the limitations of the claim except he does not 
explicitly teach "a timebase is included in the broadcast signal and pausing the 
timbase, wherein said timebase is a periodic clock." However, Bulkowski 
discloses (1|0081-1|0083) that the time base is associated with the data stream 
transmitted to the client device as represented in Fig. 5. Bulkowski further 
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discloses (1|0070) that the timing information transmitted with the data stream to 
the client device includes time pulses (periodic clock), which delivered regularly 
to the client and consist of the current time on the stream's time base. Bulkowski 
also discloses (1|0074-1|0076) that the time base associated with data stream is 
paused. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify Piesing's system by pausing time base 
as taught by Bulkowski in order to run interactive application correctly on a 
viewer's screen so the viewer has a great deal of control over what appears on 
screen (1|0004, 1|0012). 

Regarding claim 2, "a method wherein the broadcast signal comprises a 
video component, an audio component, and a data component" Piesing 
discloses (110019) that the audio, video and data components are multiplexed in 
multiplexer as represented in Fig. 1 (elements 18, 20, 22). 

Regarding claim 3, "a method wherein the timebase is a portion of the 
data component of the broadcast signal" Piesing discloses (110020) that the 
interactive application transmitted to receiver is part of the data portion that is 
part of the broadcast signal. Piesing further discloses (110025) that the possible 
interruption includes pausing an internal timebase received in receiver. Piesing 
does not explicitly teach that the timebase is a portion of the data component. 
However, Bulkowski discloses (1|0070 and 1|0083) that the time base is 
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associated witli tine data stream as represented in Fig. 5. Tlierefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary sl<ills in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Piesing's system by pausing time base as taught by 
Bull<owsl<i in order to run interactive application correctly on a viewer's screen so 
the viewer has a great deal of control over what appears on screen (1|0004, 
110012). 

Regarding claim 4, "a method wherein the broadcast signal is a digital 
signal and the identification signal is present in the data component of the 
broadcast signal" Piesing discloses (HOOIO) that the broadcast signal is a digital 
signal. Piesing further discloses (1|0019) that the identification signal is produced 
by device 26 with data component and other data to generate broadcast signal. 

Regarding claim 5, "a method wherein the broadcast signal is an 
analogue signal and the identification signal is present in the vertical blanking 
interval of the broadcast signal" Piesing discloses (110029) that the broadcast 
signal is an analog signal with the identification signal is presented in VBI of the 
broadcast signal. 

Regarding claim 6, "a method further comprising restarting the timebase, 
once the identification signal is present" Piesing discloses (1|0025) that the 
interruption will be suspended when the identification signal is returned. Piesing 
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does not explicitly teach that restarting the timebase. However, Bulkowski 
discloses (110083) that the client device recreates the time base associated with 
the data stream. In addition, same motivation is used as rejection of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 7, "a method wherein the identification signal is present 
in the normal data structures describing the video component of the broadcast 
signal" Piesing discloses (1|0021, 1|0024, 1|0025) that the identification signal is 
carried in the video signal which describes its component by above mentioned 
operation. 

Regarding claim 8, "apparatus for monitoring a broadcast signal" reads on 
the receiver where the broadcast signal is monitored for an identification signal 
(abstract) disclosed by Piesing and represented in Fig. 1. 

As to "apparatus comprising receiving means for receiving the broadcast 
signal" Piesing discloses (1|0024) that the receiver receives broadcast signals as 
represented in Fig. 1 (elements 28 and 34). 

As to "monitoring means for monitoring the broadcast signal for an 
identification signal" Piesing discloses (1|0021 and 1|0024) that the identification 
signal included in broadcast signal is monitored by the receiver for the presence 
of the identification signal. 

As to "for pausing the received timebase if the identification signal is not 
present" Piesing discloses (110025) that when identification signal is not present 
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in broadcast signal, receiver interrupts by pausing an internal timebase of the 
interactive application. 

As to "the broadcast signal including a timebase" Piesing discloses 
(110020) that the interactive application transmitted to receiver is part of the data 
portion that Is part of the broadcast signal. Piesing further discloses (110025) that 
the possible Interruption includes pausing an internal timebase received In 
receiver. Piesing meets all the limitations of the claim except he does not 
explicitly teach "a timebase is included in the broadcast signal and pausing the 
timbase, wherein said timebase is a periodic clock." However, BulkowskI 
discloses (110081 -110083) that the time base is associated with the data stream 
transmitted to the client device as represented in Fig. 5. BulkowskI further 
discloses (110070) that the timing information transmitted with the data stream to 
the client device Includes time pulses (periodic clock), which delivered regularly 
to the client and consist of the current time on the stream's time base. BulkowskI 
also discloses (1|0074-1|0076) that the time base associated with data stream is 
paused. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the 
art at the time of the Invention to modify Pleslng's system by pausing time base 
as taught by BulkowskI In order to run interactive application correctly on a 
viewer's screen so the viewer has a great deal of control over what appears on 
screen (1|0004, 1|0012). 
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Regarding claim 9, "apparatus wherein the signal comprises a video 
component, an audio component, and a data component" Piesing discloses 
(110019) that the audio, video and data components are multiplexed in multiplexer 
as represented in Fig. 1 (elements 18, 20, 22). 

Regarding claim 10, "apparatus wherein the timebase is a portion of the 
data component of the broadcast signal" Piesing discloses (110020) that the 
interactive application transmitted to receiver is part of the data portion that is 
part of the broadcast signal. Piesing further discloses (110025) that the possible 
interruption includes pausing an internal timebase received in receiver. Piesing 
does not explicitly teach that the timebase is a portion of the data component. 
However, Bulkowski discloses (1|0070 and 1|0083) that the time base is 
associated with the data stream as represented in Fig. 5. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Piesing's system by pausing time base as taught by 
Bulkowski in order to run interactive application correctly on a viewer's screen so 
the viewer has a great deal of control over what appears on screen (1|0004, 
110012). 

Regarding claim 11, "apparatus wherein the receiving means and the 
monitoring means are portions of an integrated circuit" Piesing discloses (110026) 
that the receiving means and monitoring means are part an integrated circuit. 



Application/Control Number: 10/569,172 
Art Unit: 2425 



Page 9 



Regarding claim 12, "apparatus wherein tine apparatus is a digital 
television receiver" Piesing discloses (1|0023) that the apparatus is a receiver as 
represented in Fig. 1 (element 34). 

Regarding claim 13, "apparatus wherein the monitoring means is 
arranged to restart the timebase, once the identification signal is present" Piesing 
discloses (110025) that the interruption will be suspended when the identification 
signal is returned. However, Bulkowski discloses (1|0083) that the client device 
recreates the time base associated with the data stream. In addition, same 
motivation is used as rejection of claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,41 5,438 to Blackketter discloses an interactive TV trigger that 
has a time attribute value that indicates a time the trigger is to be executed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Pinkal Chokshi/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2425 



